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Masson, i. 58. Milton thus describes his school days : * My
father destined me while yet a little boy for the study of
humane letters, which I seized with such eagerness that
from the twelfth year of my age I scarcely ever went from
my lessons to bed before midnight; which indeed was the
first cause of injury to my eyes, to whose natural weakness
there were also added frequent headaches. All which not
retarding my impetuosity in learning, he caused me to be
daily instructed both at the Grammar School and under
other masters at home; and then when I had acquired
various tongues, and also some not insignificant taste for
the sweetness of philosophy, he sent me to Cambridge.'
(Defensio Secunda. Masson, Life of Milton, i. 84.) Milton
has been supposed to refer to his own recollection of himself
as a child in * Paradise Regained,5 i. 201-206.
1. 29. Milton was admitted not a sizar, but a lesser pen-
sioner, of Christ's College on February 12, i62|. A lesser
pensioner practically corresponds to what is now termed
a commoner. As the year then began on March 25 and not
on January I, February 12, 1624, would be, according to
modern reckoning, February 12, 1625.
1. 16. Anne, the eldest sister of the poet, married Edward
Phillips about the year 1624. Edward Phillips died in 1631,
and his widow then married Thomas Agar. Her eldest
son, Edward Phillips (b. 1630), was the author of the account
of Milton mentioned by Johnson. The Crown Office was
a department of Chancery, and the position of e Secondary'
seems to have been that of deputy to the Clerk of the
Crown who was the head of the office. (Masson, Life of
Milton, i. 104; ii. 98.)
1. 25. Thomas Young, afterwards a prominent -Puritan
divine, was a Scotchman by birth, educated at the Uni-
versity of St. Andrews, and became chaplain to the English
Merchants at Hamburg about 1622. Milton's fourth elegy
is addressed to Young (*Ad Thomam Junium, praecep-
torem suum7; Poetical Works, Globe ed. p. 586).
P. 3,1. I, The second and third of the Latin elegies and
a great part of the 'Liber Silvarum; are dated as written